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Siberia & the Russian Far East 
ISIS Cultural Outreach International Society is planning to 

have a small group of anthroposophists travel to Siberia and the 
Russian Far East next August to meet Russian anthroposophists 
after the Conference on the North (see this page). In addition to 
sharing from the conference, we hope to share from our special-
ized backgrounds where it is of interest to our hosts. 

ISIS was founded by Canadian Monica Gold after her experi-
ence of the cultural caravan of Miha Pogacnik over 20 years ago 
which traveled clear across what was then the Soviet Union. For 
many years since she has organized with others fundraisers and 
traveling workshops, wherever there was interest in Russia, en-
abling everything from medical clinics to Waldorf kindergartens 
to develop further.

In May 2008 a new board formed in Vancouver; its first action 
is to make it possible for Alexey Koscheev from Kirov, Russia, 
a physician very interested in anthroposophy, to attend the 
Conference on the North.

Galina Fin has a particular interest in bringing a Russian 
Christian Community priest to Siberia, the center of Russia, to 
celebrate the Act of Consecration of Man as a gift to the earth. 
In connection with this there is the plan to also apply bio-dy-
namics preparations. 

To be informed of our activities or help them financially, 
please contact Mary Lee at maryplumbmentjes@yahoo.com, tel. 907-
245-0279 or Arie at arieva.perceval@gmail.com , tel. 514-364-9242.

Left to right: Monica Gold, Mary Lee Plumb-Mentjes, Arie Van 
Ameringen, Galina Fin, and Andrew Gold.

Encircling Light—Expectant Silence 
Donations to the Conference on the North

Members and friends of the Anthroposophical Society in the 
United States willing to donate funds in support of the Encircl-
ing Light—Expectant Silence Conference, to be held August 1–8 
in Whitehorse, Yukon, may do so through the Rudolf Steiner 
Foundation doing business as RSF Social Finance. Donations 
received by RSF Social Finance are fully tax deductible. Funds 
received will go toward support of First Nations’ program carri-
ers and participants and to support for the contribution of our 
colleagues in the Youth Section.

Donations may be sent to RSF Social Finance by check, credit 
card or wire. To donate by check, please make your check out to 
RSF Social Finance with Anthroposophical Society in Canada – 
Encircling Light Conference written in the memo line. 

To donate by credit card, please visit www.rsfsocialfinance.org and 
go to the Donate Now! page; choose “Other” from the drop down 
menu and then type Anthroposophical Society in Canada in the 
next box that appears. To make a wire donation please contact 
Caitlyn Kowalczyk at caitlyn.kowalczyk@rsfsocialfinance.org to request 
our wire instructions.

An article on the conference will appear in our next issue.  
Details of the program are online at www.encirclinglight.ca.

— continued from next page
 of the Knights Templar; most were sergeants, lay brothers, 

and other workers. The actual Knights numbered around 1,500. 
These were violently eradicated and large numbers underwent 
terrible tortures before being burned at the stake. Neverthe-
less the true spiritual fruit of their work remains as an impulse, 
now and for future centuries. Rudolf Steiner says of them that ‘a 
great and mighty task was set, not so much addressing thought 
than deep feeling, which aimed at strengthening the individual 
and personal soul life with the intention that it might be entirely 
absorbed in the progressive stream of Christian evolution’ 
(25.09.1916).

The conference will open with a talk by Alfred Kon on ‘The 
Knights contribution to future spirituality, ‘From the Round Ta-
ble to the Foundation Stone,’ showing the importance of Ireland 
and the Celtic world in creating a spiritual chalice for the later 
impulses of the Arthurian Knights and Celtic Christianity. Judith 
von Halle will speak about ‘Occult Rites and Impulses of the 
Templars’; her deeply esoteric input will affect the rest of the 
week’s content. Peter Tradowsky will give a talk on ‘The Mean-

ing for Today of the Destruction of the Order of the Knights 
Templar’ and will bring us up to date with the reappearance of 
Soratic impulses and the way forward. Sylvia Francke’s talk will 
be ‘The Knights Templar, Shipley, and the Mission of Albion’. We 
will have an optional visit mid week to the site at Shipley. Horst 
Biehl will share his research in, ‘The Knights Templar in Britain’ 
and will lead a separate optional trip to Scotland to visit sites 
with evidence of the final years of the Order.

Morning workshops include Christine Gruwez’ ‘Modernity, 
Consciousness Soul, and the Initiation into the Mystery of Evil’. 
Christine has spent very many years leading tours along the old 
Silk Road and giving workshops and talks on this Manichaean 
theme. Margaret Jonas will lead ‘Karma through the Mystery 
Drama’. Margaret compiled and edited the recently published 
work of Rudolf Steiner, ‘The Knights Templar, the Mystery of 
the Warrior Monks’. Other workshops will touch on the Rosslyn 
Chapel, the Masonic order, the esoteric link between the Tem-
plars and the early Cistercian Order, the meaning of the Solo-
monic Temple etc. And there will be workshops in the afternoon 
working with the mystery drama, music, and painting.
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